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STEPHEN HARTKE is widely recognized as one of the leading composers of 
his generation, whose work has been hailed for both its singularity of voice and 
the inclusive breadth of its inspiration.  He has earned considerable recognition 
as a composer, including the Rome Prize from the American Academy in Rome, 
two Koussevitzky Grants, a Guggenheim Fellowship, and many others. Hartke's 
opera, The Greater Good, received the first Charles Ives Opera Prize from the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters. His chamber work Meanwhile won the 
2013 Grammy for Best Contemporary Classical Composition. He served as 

Distinguished Professor of Composition at the University of Southern California for 28 years. In 2015 
Hartke became Head of the Composition Department at Oberlin College Conservatory.
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O Genus Infelix Humanum
for Solo Piano

(“O hapless human race” – Lucretius, De rerum natura V.1194)

Commissioned by and to Min Kwon

Copyright © 2026 Keiser Classical (BMI).
All rights reserved. International Copyright Secured.
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Distraught (   = c. 100) Stephen Hartke (2020)
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crescendo poco a poco

(etc.) sempre legato
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